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New qualification structure and timing
You will have seen in previous documents that the new qualification system has three components, a Law course provided by Queen Mary (QM), a Practice course provided by Nottingham Law School (NLS) and an Experience requirement which will be regulated by ITMA in the short term, but is likely to be taken over by IPREG fairly soon.
The new qualification system will start in 2010, the QM course is scheduled to start in January, the NLS Course in April. The Experience requirement will start in January 2010 with exemptions given for experience gained before this date.
1.  The QM course will likely comprise a two-week intensive course focusing mainly on the first two modules (Law for Trade Mark Practitioners and Trade Mark Law A). After the initial intensive period, students will return to Queen Mary for teaching on a further 20 days (four days a month for five months). The remainder of the teaching on all four modules will be delivered on these days.
2.  The NLS course will likely comprise eight modules taught over 13 two-day sessions spread over 24 months. If numbers permit, NLS will run the General Legal Skill modules alongside the Advanced Trade Mark Skills modules each year so that students can take the course in one intensive year if desired. It is likely students will have some flexibility to take the modules over a longer period of time, but students will probably have to take a “batch” of modules in one go (probably three or four) – it would be detrimental to the learning process and to the course organisation if students took modules piecemeal.
3.  The Experience requirement will be regulated by ITMA initially and then taken on by IPREG. It is likely that three years of experience in trade mark filing and related issues will be required with exemptions available for up to half this time period for relevant experience elsewhere or before the experience time period starts to run. A training diary will be produced by the student with certain key elements needed to be covered. The training diary must be signed off by an experienced IP practitioner – qualified trade mark attorney, IP solicitor or barrister.
Syllabi 
Please see the accompanying outline of the courses as they presently stand. These syllabi will no doubt change slightly and so please do not take these documents as final. In particular we need to work with the course providers to ensure there is no overlap and also no missing material. The accompanying information should, however, give you a pretty clear indication of how the course breaks down. We have cross-checked the new syllabi with the existing syllabi and believe all the important areas are covered. There are of course several new skills being taught.
Exemptions given from existing examination system or alternative qualification.
Please find set out below the exemptions that have been approved to date.
 
You will note the entry “Experience exemption”. If a solicitor or barrister certifies that he/she has been primarily involved in advising on soft IP matters for a minimum of two2 years then they are exempt that part of the course. 
	QM Law course Modules
	Module length
	Solicitor/barrister exemptions
	Exempt if student has passed:

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Law for TM Practioners
	7.5 days
	exempt
	Basic UK Law or has a Law degree with IP component (or equivalent) or has passed appropriate University Course*

	Trade Mark Law A
	7.5 days
	Experience exemption
	T1 or has passed appropriate University Course*

	Copyright & Designs
	7.5 days
	Experience exemption
	Existing C&D paper or has passed appropriate University Course*

	Trade Mark Law B
	7.5 days
	None applicable
	T3 or T6


 
	NLS Practice Course Modules
	Module length
	Solicitor/barrister exemptions
	Exempt if have passed:

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tribunal skills
	4 days
	Exempt
	None applicable

	Contentious skills
	4 days
	Exempt
	None applicable

	Non –contentious skills
	4 days
	Exempt 
	None applicable

	 
	 
	 
	 

	UKIPO Procedures
	4 days
	None applicable
	T3

	International Trade Mark practice
	3 days
	None applicable
	T5 and T6

	Searching
	3 days
	None applicable
	T4

	Company & competition law
	2 days
	Exempt 
	None applicable

	UK Trade Mark Law in practice
	2 days
	None applicable
	None applicable

	
	
	
	


Some practical situations:
· A student who has passed all Intermediates will have to take Trade Mark Law B and NLS Practice Course
· If the student has also passed T3 is exempt the QM course altogether and also one module of the NLS course.
· A solicitor/barrister who has appropriate experience to come within the Experience Exemption will have to take Trade Mark Law B on the QM course plus 4 courses on the NLS course (UKIPO Procedures, Searching, UK Trade Mark Law in Practice and International Trade Mark Practice) 
Costs
As previously indicated, we expect the QM course to cost around £6,000 and the NLS course will cost about £10,000. Where exemptions are available to a student, these will reduce the cost (although not pro rata as some of the costs are in the running and administration of the course).
ITMA is committing a significant amount of money to the setup and development costs of the new system to reduce the burden on students and employers.
Interaction with current system
There is much flexibility so current student members can qualify under either system. Students can attempt qualification under either or both systems.
The limitations are that to qualify under the old system you have to have been an ITMA or CIPA member before 1 May 2009 and that the existing trade mark papers are likely to stop in 2010 (foundation papers) and 2011 or possibly 2012 (advanced papers).
Queries about the new qualification system
We are proposing to have question-and-answer sessions over the summer in both Manchester and London for members to come along and have any queries answered.
