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THE INSTITUTE OF TRADE MARK ATTORNEYS 

 
 

2009 
 
 
1. Principal Activity 
 

The principal activity of the company is to protect the interests of all persons engaged in the 
profession of Trade Mark Attorneys and generally promote and maintain the standards of 
the profession. 

 
2. Membership 
 
 In 2009 196 members were elected, comprising: 
 
 0  Honorary Member   13 Associate Members 
 2  Fellow Members   15 Overseas Members 
 31  Ordinary Members   97 Student Members 
 37  Affiliate Members     
     
 As at 31st December 2009 the Institute’s Membership list showed: 
 
 13  Honorary Members              222 Associate Members 
 53  Fellow Members              267 Overseas Members 
 512 Ordinary Members         384 Student Members 
 147  Affiliate Members 
 
 After taking into account restorations to the roll, deaths, resignations and changes of 
 membership status during the year the total number of members is 1,598. 
 
3. Finance 

 
The year saw a decrease in the Institute’s financial reserves by £251,519 to £773,796.  
 

4. Annual General Meeting 
 

The 74th Annual General Meeting of the Institute was held on 25th March 2009 when the 
Statement of Accounts for 2008 and the Annual Report of the Council for the year were 
adopted.  In the ballot for the election of Council Members the following were declared 
elected for 2009/2011:- 
 

 Mr. Simon Bentley 
 Mrs. Tania Clark 
 Mr. Tom Farrand 
 Mr. Robert Furneaux 

Mr. Sanjay Kapur  
Mr. Michael Lynd 

 Mrs. Alice Mastrovito 
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 Ms. Kate O’Rourke 
 Mr. James Setchell 
 Mr. Duncan Welch 

Mr. Jonathan Wyness 
 
A full list of Council for 2009/2010 and the names of the Officers elected by the Council are 
given at the beginning of this Report.  The members of Council throughout the year are 
given in the table in section 6 below. 

 
5. Election of President and Vice-President 
 

At its meeting on 21st April 2009 the Council elected Mrs G.M. Deas as President, Mrs. M.A. 
Ramage as First Vice-President, Dr. C.A. Wolfe as Second Vice-President and Mr. C.J. 
McLeod as Treasurer.   

 
6. Standing Committees 
 

The Standing Committees of the Council were elected at the Council meeting held on 21st 
April 2009.  The President, the two Vice-Presidents, the Immediate Past President and the 
Treasurer of the Institute are ex-officio Members of each Committee (except the ITMA 
Review Committee) and are as follows:- 

 
  Mrs. G.M. Deas   President 
  Mrs. M.A. Ramage   First Vice-President 
  Dr. C.A. Wolfe    Second Vice-President 
  Mr. C.J. McLeod   Treasurer  
  Mr. P.W. Harris   Immediate Past-President 
 

Their names should be added to each Committee given below where indicated; unless 
included as Chairman, only the elected members who attended meetings are 

 named individually.  The name of the Chairman of each Committee is in bold italics. 
 
 Book Committee 
 Officers 
 Mr. R.M. Hiddleston 
 Mr. M.A. Lynd 
 Mr. J. Setchell 
 
 Membership Committee 
 Disbanded on 23 June 2009 
 
 Continuing Professional 
 Development Committee 

Became part of IPReg committee on 
21 April 2009 

 
 Designs Committee 
 Officers 
 Mr. S.M. Bentley 
 Ms. K. Cameron 

 Mrs. T. Clark 
 Mr. J. Setchell 
 Ms. I.O. Wiseman 
 
 Professional Guidance & 
 Disciplinary Committee 

Became part of IPReg committee on 
21 April 2009 

 
Education & Training Committee 

 Officers 
 Mr. T. Farrand 
 Mr. R. Furneaux 
 Mr. S. Kapur 
 Mr. J. Setchell 
 Mr. J.J. Wyness 
 Ms. C. Duly            ) 
 Ms. J. MacIntyre    ) student  
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 Ms. J. McClelland  ) representatives  
 Ms. R. Tilbury        ) 
 
  

Trade Mark Administrators’ 
 Course Committee 
 Officers 
 Mrs. T. Clark 
 Mr. T. Farrand 
 Mr. S. Kapur 
 
 IPReg Committee  

Officers 
Ms. L. Bray  
Mr. K.R. Havelock 
Mr. M.A. Lynd 
aǎΦ YΦ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ 
Mr. J.J. Wyness 

 
General Purposes & Finance 
Committee 
Officers 
Ms. L.A.E. Bray 
Mr. R. Furneaux 
Mr. K.R. Havelock 
Mrs. A.M. Mastrovito 
Mr. D.A. Welch 
Ms. I.O. Wiseman 

 
ITMA Review Committee 
Mrs. T. Clark 
Mr. M.A. Lynd 
Mrs. A.M. Mastrovito 
Ms. K. O’Rourke 
Mr. J. Setchell 

 
Laws & Practice Committee 
Officers 
Ms. L.A.E. Bray 

Mr. K.R. Havelock 
Dr. S.R. James 
Ms. I.O. Wiseman 
Mr. J.J. Wyness 

  
Programme Committee 
Officers 
Mr. S. Bentley 
Ms. L.A.E. Bray 
Ms. K. Cameron 
Mr. D.G. Turner 
Mr. D.A. Welch 

 
Public Relations & Communications 
Committee 
Officers 
Mr. S. Bentley 
Ms. K. Cameron 
Mr. T. Farrand 
Mr. D.A. Welch 

 
Litigators Accreditation Board 
Mrs. M. Bagnall 
Mrs. G.M. Deas 
Mr. P. Johnson 
Mr. S.J.M. Kinsey 
Mr B.A. Ramage 
Mrs. M.A. Ramage 
Mr C. Ryan 

  
Joint Examination Board 
(Joint with CIPA) 
Mr. S.J. Jennings 
Ms. S.A. Lambeth 
Mrs. A.M. Mastrovito 
Mr. B.A. Ramage 
Mr. J. Setchell 
Ms. H. Whelbourn 

 
 
Council & Committee Meetings 

Notes: 

(1) By tradition, the Officers divide responsibility for attending the various   
 Standing Committees so that at least one Officer attends the majority of  
 designated Committees. 
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(2) In accordance with Article 63 of the Memorandum and Articles of Association, the Officers 
are not ex-officio members of the Disciplinary Committee (which became part of the 
IPReg Committee on 21 April 2009) and are therefore excluded from any discussion 
regarding disciplinary matters held by the IPReg Committee. 

  
(3) Council and each Committee are allocated a secretary from the administrative office 

support team. In addition to their attendance, the Chief Executive attends the majority of 
the Council and Committee meetings held throughout the year. 

  
(4) Members have been co-opted onto Committees and assisted as set out below and 
 Council is very grateful for their assistance. 

 
Book 
Mr. Manish Joshi 

 
Education & Training 
Mr. Iain Stewart 

 
Designs 
Mr. Peter Brownlow  
Ms. Charlotte May 
Mr. David Musker 
Mr. Tim Pendered 

 
Laws & Practice 
Mrs. Angela Fox 
Ms. Felicity Hide 
Miss Penelope Nicholls 
Mr. Jonathan Thurgood 

 
Public Relations 
Mr. Joseph Letang 

Trade Mark Administrators’ Course 
Mr. Francis Preedy 
Mr. Roy Scott 
Mr. Daniel Smart                      

 
ITMA Review  
Mr. Andrew Maggs 
Ms. Kate Swaine 
Ms. Kathrin Vowinckel 
Mr. Robert Williams 

Programme  
Ms. Mary Bagnall 
Ms. Natalie Brindle 
Mr. Declan Cushley 
Ms. Morag Macdonald 
Mr. Philip Redman 
Mr. Adam Wilder 

 

 

Much of the work of the Council is undertaken outside the formal meetings and, as usual, the 
Institute is indebted to those Council members who have given so freely of their time and to the 
Partners and employers who have supported those Council members in their endeavours. 
 
The following table shows the members of Council during the year and the number of times 
Council and the Standing Committees met during the year, together with details of attendance.  
As Council and Committee composition changed during the year, the figure in parentheses 
against each attendance figure is the maximum number of meetings which each person was 
entitled to attend.  
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Bentley, Mr. S.M.  9 (11) - - - - 3 (10) 4 (7) - - - 4 (4) - - 

Bray , Ms. L.A.E 9 (11) 7 (10) - 7 (10) - 9 (10) - - - 2 (2) - 2(5) - 

Buchan, Mr. I.A (resigned February 2009) 0 (2) - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Butler, Mr. D.C. (resigned 25-03-09) 1 (2) - 2 (3) - - - - 1 (1) - - - - - 

Cameron, Ms. K.  7 (11) - - - - 9 (10) 3 (4) - - - 4 (4) - - 

Clarke, Mrs. T  6 (11) - - - - - - - 5 (6) - 1 (4) - 11 (11) 

Deas, Mrs. G.M.  9 (11) 9 (10) 0 (12) 0 (9) 0 (4) 8 (10) 6 (7) 0 (1) 0 (6) - 0 (4) 2 (5) - 

Farrand, Mr. T. 7 (11) - 10 (12) - - - 5 (7) - 6 (6) - - - - 

Furneaux, Mr. R.N.  6 (11) 7 (10) 12 (12) - 4 (4) - - - - - - - - 

Harris, Mr. P.W. (resigned February 2009) 1 (2) 0 (2) 0 (2) 0 (2) 0 (2) 0 (2) 0 (2) 0 (0) 0 (0) - 0 (1) - - 

Havelock, Mr. K.R. 6 (11) 8 (10) - 7 (10) - - - - - 1 (2) - 5 (5) - 

Hiddleston, Mr. R.M. 7 (11) - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jackman, Mrs. C.J. (resigned 25-03-09) 2 (2) - - - 3 (3) - - 1 (1) - - - - 2 (3) 

James, Dr. S.R.  6 (11) - - 10 (10) - - - - - - - - - 

Lynd, Mr. M.A. 5 (11) - - - - - - 0 (1) - - - 2 (5) 9 (11) 

Kapur, Mr. S. 4 (9) - 6 (9) - - - - - 0 (5) - - - - 

Mastrovito, Mrs. A.M. (resigned 27-05-09) 2 (3) 4 (5) - - - - - - - 2 (2) - - 1 (4) 

McLeod, Mr. C.J. 8 (11) 9 (10) 0 (12) 0 (9) 0 (4) 0 (10) 0 (7) 0 (1) 0 (6) - 1 (4) 0 (5) 5 (11) 

O’Rourke, Ms. K. 7 (11) - - - - - - 1 (1) - - - 5 (5) 5 (11) 

Porteous, Mr. A. (resigned 25-03-09) 0 (2) - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ramage, Mrs. M.A.   8 (11) 8 (10) 0 (12) 0 (9) 4 (4) 7 (10) 5 (7) 0 (1) 0 (6) - 0 (4) 4 (5) - 

Setchell, Mr. J.  7 (11) - 9 (12) - - - - - - - - - 1 (4) 

Turner, Mr. D.G. 4 (11) - - - - 4 (10) - - - 2 (2) - - - 

Welch, Mr. D.A. (resigned 22-07-09) 4 (7) 4 (7) - - - 4 (6) 5 (5) - - - - - - 

Wiseman, Miss I.O. 11 (11) 10(10) - 7 (10) - - - - - - 4 (4) - - 

Wolfe, Dr. C.A.  10 (11) 9 (10) 9 (12) 4 (10) 1 (4) 1 (10) 2 (7) 0 (1) 5 (6) - 0 (4) 2 (5) - 

Wyness, Mr. J.J. 5 (11) - 11 (12) 2 (5) - - - 1 (1) - - - 2 (5) - 
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8. Register of Trade Mark Agents 
 
 The Institute continued to keep the Register of Trade Mark Agents established under 
 Section 282 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  The Secretary,  

Mrs. M.J. Tyler, was re-appointed by Council at its meeting on 21st April 2009 as 
Registrar for a further year, in accordance with The Register of Trade Mark Agents Rules 1990.  
The Register as at 31st December, 2008 was published and placed on sale in March, 2009 and 
contained the names of 794 persons. 
 

9. Joint Examination Board 
 
The Joint Examination Board is a joint committee with CIPA and conducts its business in 
accordance with its constitution which has been approved by the Comptroller. 
 
The Joint Examination Board held examinations in November, 2008 as follows:- 
 
 Paper T1 - Basic United Kingdom Trade Mark Law 

 Paper T2 - Basic United Kingdom Trade Mark Practice 

 Paper T5 - Basic Overseas Trade Mark Law and Practice 

 Paper T3 - Advanced United Kingdom Trade Mark Law and Practice 

 Paper T4 - Advanced Trade Mark Search 

Paper T6 Advanced Community Trade Mark and International Trade Mark 
Law and Practice 

 Basic English Law 

 United Kingdom Designs and Copyright Law 

 Paper P1 - Basic United Kingdom Patent Law and Procedure 

 Paper P5 - Basic Overseas Patent Law and Procedure 

 Paper P2 - Patent Agents’ Practice 

Paper P3 Preparation of specifications for United Kingdom and Overseas 
Patents 

 
 Paper P4 - Amendment of specifications for United Kingdom Patents 

Applications in Prosecution, Revocation Proceedings or 
otherwise. 
 

Paper P6 - Infringement and validity of United Kingdom Patents. 

 
The following are the numbers who sat the examinations and the numbers of successful 
candidates in respect of the examinations held in November, 2008:- 
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 Candidates Passes 

Paper T1 57 39 

Paper T2 48 36 

Paper T3 73 27 

Paper T4 70 41 

Paper T5 57 34 

Paper T6 67 21 

Law 52 32 

Design & Copyright 55 26 

Paper P1 39 39 

Paper P2 212 141 

Paper P3 126 70 

Paper P4 122 48 

Paper P5 32 30 

Paper P6 230 94 

 
 The Examiners in respect of the 2008 Papers were as follows: 
 
  Ms. J. Aliss  
  Ms. C. Atkinson  
  Ms. S. Boxall 
  Ms. K. Cheney 
  Ms. S. Chiappinelli 
  Mrs. N. Condon 
  Mr. M. Connors 
  Mrs. J. Evenson 
  Mrs. P. Frayne 
  Ms. J. Freeman 
  Mr. C. Gibbs 
  Mr. M. Greenwood 
  Mr. R. Goddard   
  Mr. S. Goodall   
  Ms. S. Hardy 

 Ms. L. Harris 
 Mr. D. Harrison 
 Ms. Y. Hashim 
 Mr. M. Houghton 
 Mr. D. Jackson 
 Mr. S. Jennings 
 Mr. P. Johnston 

 Mr. J. Knowles 
 Mr. A. Leppard 

Mrs. C. Lindley-Vass 
Dr. V. Lovatt 

 Dr. A. Marshall 
 Dr. P. Martin 
 Mr. J. Mears 
 Mr. A. Miller 
 Mr. B. Mooneapillay 
 Mr. F. Newbould 
 Mr. D. O’Connell 
 Mrs. L. Prentice 
 Ms. N. Ramage  
 Mr. S. Reese 
 Mr. E. Round 
 Mr. J. Setchell 
 Mr. M. Snowball   

Mr. M. Yeadon 
 M. N. Walker  

Ms. I.O. Wiseman 
 M. J. Wood  
 Mr J.J. Wyness 
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10. Examination Awards 
 

Council was pleased to make the following awards to successful students during the year in 
respect of the examinations held in November 2008: 

 
Payne/Bennett Memorial Award to Mr. Ryan Edward Pixton of Kilburn & Strode for 
attaining the highest mark in the Advanced Trade Mark Search paper.   

 
John Parker Memorial Award to Mr. Simon Justin Miles of Edwin Coe LLP and Miss. 
Danielle Marie Jones of Abel & Imray for attaining the joint highest mark in the Basic 
United Kingdom Trade Mark Practice paper. 

 
Peter FitzGibbon Memorial Award to Dr. Michael Russell Pears of Potter Clarkson for 
attaining the highest mark in the Basic Overseas Trade Mark Law & Practice paper. 

 
Adrian Spencer Memorial Award to Ms. Joanne Louise Grist for attaining the highest 
mark in the Advanced UK Trade Mark Law & Practice paper. 

 
Nick Wilson Memorial Award to Mr. James Thomas McHugh of Wilson Gunn for 
attaining the highest mark in the United Kingdom Design & Copyright paper.  

 
 
11. ITMA Review Committee 
 

The Committee met 11 times in 2009 and produced 10 editions of the ITMA Review. 
 

Kelly Robson, the editor of the ITMA Review, has been as diligent as ever and replacing Kelly 
as editor for one of the issues was one of the Chair's most stressful tasks of the year!  We are 
also ably assisted by our Secretary, Gillian Rogers, who produces faultless minutes and is 
always keen to take on additional responsibilities and liaising with the Institute when 
required. Keven Bader also regularly attends our meetings providing us with his invaluable 
input and acting as proof reader. The ITMA Review continues to be an important benefit to 
the members of ITMA who receive a complimentary copy.   
 
Our list of contributors is ever increasing and this has led to some bumper issues of the 
Review in 2009. Our goals for 2010 include the following: encouraging our members to send 
us letters and comments, and looking into ways of publicising the Review and its 
case/comments thereby extending its readership and serving to enhance the reputation of 
ITMA as a professional body. 

  
12. Education & Training Committee 
 

The Committee met 12 times during the year. 
 
Between January and October the Advanced Trade Mark course took place in conjunction 
with Queen Mary College.  The course is now modular with 16 students enrolled on the T3 
course, 15 on the T4 course and 15 on the T6 course.   
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The Residential Revision Courses were held at the Aston Business School in Birmingham.  The 
courses took place over two weekends in September and were attended by 66 students.  The 
courses covered all trade mark foundation and advanced level examination papers and the 
majority of patent foundation and advanced level examination papers.  
 
The Committee ran its programme of Foundation Level Seminars with four seminars covering 
the basics in English Law, Foreign Law, Trade Mark Law and Design & Copyright held between 
February and June.   
 
One-to-one tutorials were given to students who had narrowly failed one of the advanced 
level examination papers in order to give guidance on examination technique.  Four 
consultations were held in 2009.  
 
The Committee also ran a one-day course on Designs Practice which was fully attended.  
 
We have been working hard on the detail and implementation of the new qualification 
system with IPReg (who will have delegated responsibility for Qualification and Training of 
registered trade mark attorneys from 1st January 2010) and the course suppliers Queen Mary 
and Nottingham Law School.  

 
13.  Trade Mark Administrators’ Course Committee 

 
The Trade Mark Administrators’ course continues to be extremely popular with the number of 
those applying to attend exceeding the number of places which can be offered. 
 
The examination for 2009 took place in London at the Law Society and in Jersey at St. Paul’s 
Centre on 12th June.  In total 82 people sat the examination of which 51 were successful.  
 
In 2010 the course is to be run in two locations, namely London and Birmingham, with the 
examination to take place in London on 11th June 2010 at the Battersea Arts Centre. 
 
A new category of membership is being introduced for graduates of the course, who also will 
be able to participate in the programme of continuing education for administrators at a 
reduced cost. 
 
To that end, the committee organised a seminar relating to applications filed under the 
Madrid Protocol.  The speakers were Paula Spring of the IPO, Jessica Lewis of OHIM, Eric 
Fontaine of WIPO, Daniel Smart and Max Stacey.  The seminar was held on 11th February 2010 
at the London offices of Marks & Clerk and proved to be very popular with over 60 attendees.  

 
14. IPReg Committee  

The IPReg Committee encompasses liaison with the Intellectual Property Regulation Board 
(IPReg), the Legal Services Board (LSB), the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) and the Legal 
Ombudsman as well as being responsible for Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and 
Professional Guidance & Discipline, the latter two regulatory matters to be delegated to IPReg 
at the end of 2009. 
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The Committee had an extremely busy 2009 reviewing, and where appropriate responding to, 
consultations issued by the LSB, the MOJ and the Legal Ombudsman, often in consultation 
with IPReg and the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys. 

The key achievement was the drafting and finalisation of the Delegation document to comply 
with the requirement that regulatory matters needed to be formally delegated to IPReg by 
31st December 2009. 

The Committee also regularly reviewed requests for accreditation for ITMA CPD points and 
monitored the fulfilment of the obligation for members to acquire the necessary points.  It 
was not necessary to refer any cases of non-compliance for disciplinary action during the 
year. 

There were two formal disciplinary cases considered by the Committee during the year, one 
of which was resolved through formal mediation.  There is one outstanding case which is still 
ongoing.   
 

15. Laws & Practices Committee 
 

The Committee met ten times during the year.  The principle topics addressed were: 
 
1) Trade Marks Registry Practice 
2) OHIM Practice 
3) Madrid Protocol 
4) ECJ/CFI cases 
5) Overall functioning of the trade mark system in Europe 
 
1) Trade Mark Registry Practice 
 
In July the Registry Practice Working Group (RPWG) was disbanded and replaced by a new 
body, the Marks and Designs Forum (MDF).  The purpose of MDF is to consider strategic trade 
mark issues affecting the UK, rather than minor points of practice. The latter are now 
addressed by e-mail or through an on-line forum at the Registry’s website. 
 
One of the first achievements of the new strategic body was to approve and to be closely 
involved with a major, government sponsored conference on trade marks (Branding in the 
Modern Economy) that took place in November. It is understood that a number of 
government backed initiatives in the area of branding are soon to be announced, as a result of 
this conference. 
 
Although not directly connected with Registry practice, the Committee has also been in 
extensive correspondence on the subject of, what we euphemistically call, sharp practices. As 
a result of this (ongoing) correspondence, the Registry has introduced Warning Notices to UK 
trade mark applicants reminding same of the potential dangers posed by such “sharp 
practices”. 
 
In addition to the above, the Committee has commented on numerous proposed changes to 
Registry practice, including those affecting fees and hearings. 
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2) OHIM Practice 
 
Once again, members of the Committee were heavily involved in the British Day with OHIM 
which took place in London in September 2009.  As has become the usual procedure, the 
morning session was an “open forum”. Amongst the topics discussed were a pilot project to 
process oppositions faster and technical developments such as e-caveat and a new on-line 
opposition form. In the afternoon, which was a closed “round-table” session, the great and 
good of both OHIM and ITMA (as well as CIPA) discussed a wide range of issues including the 
quality control of decisions, restitutio, conversion, delays in the issuance of decisions, costs, 
OHIM’s plans to produce a database listing similar goods and services and our old friend the 
interpretation of class headings. 
 
The British profession is usually seen as OHIM’s “arch” critic. At heart, however, we simply 
seek to change practice for the better, to the benefit of all (including OHIM). 
 
3) Madrid Protocol 
 
The second British Day took place in Geneva in January 2010. A productive meeting involving 
WIPO officials and representatives from ITMA and CIPA discussed issues surrounding the 
Madrid Protocol, including delays, the responsiveness of WIPO staff, the short time period 
allowed for responses by China, requiring all countries to issue a statement of grant and the 
proposal, apparently made by Norway, to remove the requirement of a home application or 
registration. 
 
4) ECJ/CFI cases 
 
During the year the Committee filed comments on a number of important ECJ cases. In 
particular, in Philips v Luchny (C-446/09) we argued that it should be possible to impound 
counterfeit goods in transit (through the EU) under EU Regulation 3295/94, whilst in DHL 
Express (C-235/09) we took the position that Article 98 of the CTM Regulation should be 
interpreted in a way that a CTM injunction should be EU-wide unless the CTM Court issuing it 
has specifically restricted the injunction for express reasons. 
 
5) Overall functioning of the trade mark system in Europe 
 
This important study is being organised by the Max Planck Institute.  ITMA filed its 
observations in February 2010.  The proposals put forward by the Institute include 
 

¶ Agreement to the redistribution of the OHIM surplus to CTM owners provided that, before 
this is effected, certain issues such as adequate staffing levels, translations of important 
decisions into all (or at least all five major) languages and redrafting of OHIM guidelines are 
adequately addressed. 
 

¶ The need to address the clutter of the CTM Register.  ITMA suggests that it should no longer 
be possible to claim three classes for the filing fee, that class headings should no longer be 
accepted and that an intention to use provision should be introduced to the CTM Regulation 
and the Trade Marks Directive. 
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¶ Genuine use of a CTM should require use in more than one EU country. 
 

¶ A specialist Trade Mark Court should be formed in the ECJ. 
 

¶ The rules followed by the UKIPO on address for service should be introduced by all national 
trade mark offices. 
 

¶ Oppositions should be brought before registration throughout the EU.  It should also be 
possible to rely on both absolute and relative grounds in such oppositions. 
 

¶ It should be possible to bring all contentious proceedings (invalidation/revocation) before 
national trade mark offices (rather than before national courts). 

 
16. Designs Committee 
 

The Committee meets quarterly and enjoys the support of several co-opted members as well 
as Council members. We would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank all those, 
including ITMA staff, who ensure the smooth running of this Committee. 
 
The Committee continues to review consultation documents issued by both the Community 
and UK Offices, and other bodies such as the European Commission with an interest in IP and 
designs in particular.  Many of those reviewed by the Committee over the last year have 
related to copyright and the Committee is fortunate to have co-opted a member with 
particular interest and experience in this area.    
 
Members of the Committee attend the Marks and Designs Forum, where our views on 
designs matters can be relayed to the Intellectual Property Office (IPO), and also meetings 
organised by the Office for Harminisation in the Internal Market (OHIM) and the World 
intellectual Property Office (WIPO).  We have recently filed submissions in the name of ITMA 
on proposals floated by the IPO to remove the entitlement to damages in the UK in respect of 
innocent infringement of Community designs.  We expect to provide our views shortly on 
IPO’s comprehensive review of the UK designs system and a review by WIPO aimed at 
harmonising aspects of designs prosecution throughout the world.      
 
The Committee continues to work to raise the profile of designs amongst ITMA's membership 
and the general public at large. The Committee contributes regularly to the Copyright and 
Design section in the Review, the designs section of the ITMA website and the Institute’s 
printed materials and continues to investigate ways of increasing the general public’s 
awareness of design protection and the role that ITMA members can play in the acquisition 
and enforcement of these rights.  The Committee continues to promote the expertise of 
ITMA’s members through advertising with Design Week, the best-known trade magazine for 
design professionals.     

  
 
17. Programme Committee 
 
 The Committee met 10 times during the year and organised the events below:- 
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Evening Meetings 
 
13th January 2009 
Tania Clark – Withers & Rogers – OHIM Decisions 
 
17th February 2009 
Michael Heap IPReg – Legal Services Act & Regulation of Trade Mark Attorneys 
 
21st April 2009  
Nick Wood – Com Laude – Domain Name Developments 
 
26th May 2009  
Aaron Wood – Wilson Gunn – UK High Court & Registry Decisions 
 
23rd June 2009  
Steve James – RGC Jenkins & Co – OHIM’s Class 5 Practice 
 
21st July 2009  
Mary Smillie – Bird & Bird – Food Regulation Issues 
 
15th September 2009  
Roman Cholij – Cam Trade Marks – Well known Marks – Well known law? 
 
27th October 2009  
John Reddington – Williams Powell – A Guide to the New UK Rules 
 
Out of Town Meetings 
 
The following meetings took place:- 
 

 Manchester 
 

5th February 2009 – Simon Chalkley – Redd – Licensing 
 
6th May 2009 – Mark Engelman – Hardwicke Chambers – Trade Mark dilution – The ECJ Ruling 

in Intel v CPM 
 
2nd June 2009 – Aaron Wood – Wilson Gunn – UK High Court and Registry Decisions 
 
8th July 2009 – Katie Cameron – RGC Jenkins & Co – OHIM’s Class 5 Practice 
 

 Birmingham  
 

24th March 2009 – Nick Wenbon-Smith (Nominet), Richard Nicholas (Browne Jacobson) 
Nominet/Google Results 

 

3rd December 2009 – IPReg - Countdown to Regulation 
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Leeds 
 
3rd June 2009 – Simon Malynicz – Hogarth Chambers – Practical aspects of Designs 
 

 Glasgow 
 
22nd October 2009 – Afternoon seminar including IPO presentation on series, slogans and 

evidence; IPReg presentation on Countdown to Regulation followed by an 
evening reception with ITMA Officers  

 
The Institute is very grateful to those firms outside of London who very kindly provided 
Venues for the above meetings  
 
Seminars 
 
Seminars were organised as follows:- 
 
IPO – Training – 6th May 2009 
International Registrations – 11th June 2009 
IPReg – 3rd and 10th September 2009  

 
Quiz Night 
 
This event was held on 16th February 200, the original date having been cancelled due to 
snow.  Twenty-four teams battled for the winner’s prize and trophy.  The amount of £1643.35 
which was raised on the evening was sent to Great Ormond Street Hospital, the chosen 
charity of the winning firm – Beck Greener. 
 
International Meeting 
 
The International Meeting took place from 25th - 27th March 2009 at the Waldorf Hotel, 
London.   116 delegates attended, the breakdown being approximately 50% UK practitioners, 
and 50% overseas practitioners. 
 
The speakers at the meeting were:- 
 
 Michael Heap 
 Keven Bader 
 Allan James 
 Andrea Di Carlo 
 Jonathan Thurgood 
 Carollanne Lindley 
 Mike Jewess 
 Roger Wyand 
 Gordon Wright 
 Alan Datri 
 Katie Cameron 
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 Allan James 
 Philip Johnson 
 
A gala dinner was held at Middle Temple Hall, attended by 101 attendees. 

  
 Summer Reception 
  
 This was held at Lancaster House on 7th July 2009 and was attended by 147 people. 
 
 Autumn Conference 
 

This took place over the 24th - 25th September in Lisbon, Portugal and was attended by around 
80 delegates.  The speakers were:- 
 

Peter Lawrence 
Allan James  
Nuno Pereira da Cruz 

 Tania Clark 
 Roger Wyand 
 Chris Schulte 
 Michael Heap 
 Simon Chalkley 
 Brian Lewin  
 

 75th Anniversary 
 

A reception was held on 24th November 2009 to celebrate ITMA’s 75th anniversary.  ITMA is 
grateful to the manufacturers of BASS beer for their sponsorship of the event.  

 
Christmas Lunch and Dinner 

 
 The London Christmas lunch was held on 8th December 2009 at the Lancaster Hotel. The 
 Northern Christmas dinner was held on 10th December 2009 at the Lowry Hotel. 
 
18. Public Relations & Communications Committee 
 

In general terms the aims of the PR & Communications Committee are to increase awareness 
of trade marks and designs and to promote the profession of trade mark attorneys not only in 
the UK but also overseas. One of the key aims of the PR & Communications Committee is to 
promote the Institute through the media.  
 
Media 
During the year we issued 24 Press Releases; 10 national and 14 regional. We also wrote 3 
articles for specialist magazines and gave one interview – to BBC West Midlands.  
 
Of the National Releases, two announced appointments - Ann Wright as Chief Executive of 
IPReg and Adam Sampson as Chief Ombudsman of the OLC. Two Press Releases covered 
company litigation; one concerning Virgin Airlines who were challenged on seat design and 
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the other raised issues arising from the Firecraft case. Two Press Releases covered speeches 
given at the International Meeting; one by Michael Heap of IPReg and another by IP Minister 
David Lammy. The Minister also featured in our Press Release covering the 75th Anniversary 
celebrations although, in the end, illness forced him to miss the party. We also covered World 
IP Day and our involvement in organising free IP Clinics, and issued a warning Press Release 
about unofficial trade mark registration services. The final Press Release of the year 
announced that IPReg was to commence operations from 1 January 2010. The 14 regional 
Press Releases were distributed locally announcing our presence at Business Advice Open 
Days. 
 
The articles we wrote were commissioned by specialist magazines; the World IP Review 
Digest, the UK Science Park Association Journal and Innovation UK. To help the Institute’s 
Officers and the Chief Executive improve their presentation and interview skills, a half day 
seminar was arranged on public speaking to enhance the way the Institute’s messages are put 
across. 
 
75th Anniversary 

The main event of 2009 from the PR point of view was marking the 75th Anniversary of ITMA. 
A logo was devised which will run throughout the 75th year, until July 2010. Trademark World 
kindly agreed to produce a special supplement to coincide with the anniversary. Articles were 
commissioned from senior members with David Evans, Keith Havelock and Richard Abnett 
each covering a 25 year span of ITMA history. Ian Buchan covered the next 25 years. ITMA 
President, Gillian Deas, wrote the introduction and Vice President, Maggie Ramage, penned 
an article on the changing role of trade mark attorneys. 

The actual Anniversary date of 24 November was marked with a reception at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, sponsored with 1,000 bottles of Bass Pale Ale by InBev, owners of the 
UK’s first registered trade mark. 350 people attended and the evening was deemed a major 
success. 

Partnerships and sponsorship 

We have continued our partnership with HM Revenue & Customs who organise free Business 
Advice Open Days. In 2009 we attended 16 events in Barnsley, Birmingham, Bournemouth, 
Exeter, Glasgow, Isle of Wight, Islington, Londonderry, Maidstone, Maldon (Essex), Margate, 
Portsmouth, Saltash (Devon), St Albans, Swansea and Uttoxeter. These Open Days provide 
new and small businesses with free advice and assistance. ITMA is one of ten partners who 
are supported by local organisations at the events. We will continue as partners in 2010.  

We continue to work with the IPO on the national IP Awareness Campaign which this year 
visited Birmingham, Halifax and Maidstone and, under its new title of Branding Seminar, 
attended a pilot seminar in Derby. The Branding Seminars are to continue throughout 2010. 
All the above events have been supported by ITMA members throughout the UK who have 
given their time voluntarily. These events could not work without them. 

We continued our work with University Careers Services by attending the College of Law - 
Beyond the Bar event. We continue to work as a partner with the British Library, the Museum 
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of Brands and others and will be looking to work with other organisations to widen our sphere 
of influence in the future. 

ITMA again sponsored the Design Week Awards in the category; Letterheads and Logos. 
President Gillian Deas made the award presentation at the Park Lane Hilton on 3 March. We 
have decided not to sponsor the awards in 2010 but are maintaining our relationship with the 
design community through advertising in the on-line version of Design Week. We have also 
sponsored, at no financial cost, the World Leaders International IP Awards and will consider 
supporting that again in 2010. 

Advice clinics 

The Institute continues offering free trade mark advice clinics on the first Thursday of 
alternate months. These are publicised on the front page of the ITMA website and will 
continue in 2010. Clinics featured as the Institute’s contribution to WIPO’s World Intellectual 
Property Day which falls on the 26th April. We combined with CIPA and the British Library to 
provide around 40 free clinics in the British Library’s IP Business Centre. 

Regional meetings 

In furthering the interests of members, we continued with the programme of Regional Visits 
by officers and ITMA head office staff to discuss members’ interests and how the Institute can 
work effectively. Receptions were held in Bristol, Birmingham and Glasgow and, in order to 
attract CPD points, Michael Heap, Chairman of IPReg, made presentations. In Glasgow we 
extended the event so that the IPO could provide an update on practices. This brought out an 
audience of 40 Scottish attorneys which was most pleasing. It is hoped that at least one 
reception can be held in 2010. 

Membership benefits 

The IP Benefits Plus scheme, offering members discounts on a range of goods and services, is 
now in its second year and continues to provide significant saving to those making use of it. 
The scheme will be promoted more vigorously in 2010 as it seems to be under-utilised at 
present. 

19. Book Committee 
  

The work of the Book Committee in 2009 has concentrated upon the following areas:  
 
The Committee has been involved in the preparations, in conjunction with the joint editors of 
CIPA and ITMA, of the two-yearly updates for the United Kingdom Trade Marks Handbook.  
The Committee has also been busy in recruiting new contributors during the course of the 
year for the Handbook. 
 
During the course of the year, Manish Joshi of Joshi Welsh, kindly joined our team as Editor of 
the Handbook. The members of the Committee would like to extend a warm welcome to 
Manish as a co-editor of the Handbook. 
 
There are many individual authors who have contributed to particular chapters of the three 
Handbooks. Their names were acknowledged in the various works. Without them, the 
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Handbooks could not be produced. Members of the Committee would also like to thank Kerry 
Johnson as co-editor on behalf of CIPA. 
 
The Book Committee would also like to thank Richard Abnett of Reddie & Grose, Jonathan 
Clegg and Imogen Wiseman of Cleveland and Geoffrey Smith of Harrison Goddard Foote for 
their continuing efforts in relation to the Community Trade Mark Handbook and Imogen, 
again, for her hard work in relation to the Community Designs Handbook.  
 
In addition, the work is continuing upon a proposed publication for tutorial-style questions for 
each of the current advanced level trade mark examination papers.  The review of the draft 
questions for the T3 papers have been completed but work is still continuing in relation to the 
T4 and T6 papers.  The aim is to publish the publication shortly during the course of 2010. 
 
The Committee is also considering a possible publication relating to anti-counterfeiting.   
  

20. Joint Council Meetings 
 

The annual APRAM, BMM, ECTA, GRUR, ITMA, MARQUES, UNION meeting was hosted this 
year by APRAM and held in Paris on 30th January 2009.  The Institute was represented by Mrs. 
Maggie Ramage and Dr Catherine Wolfe. 
 

21. Representation of the Institute 
 
The Institute was represented at the following during the year:- 
 
 Design Awards       Mrs Gillian Deas 

 
CIPA’s President’s Dinner     Mrs. Maggie Ramage 
       
Irish Association Dinner     Mrs. Gillian Deas 
 
Alliance against Intellectual Property Theft Summer  Ms. Katie Cameron 
Reception 
        
ECTA Conference, Villnius, Lithuania    Mrs. Gillian Deas 
 

 Ministry of Justice Summer Reception   Ms. Katie Cameron 
 
Throughout the year Mrs. Angela Fox, Dr. Stephen James and Miss Imogen Wiseman 
represented the Institute at the Registration Practice Working Group. 
 
The Institute was also represented by Miss Imogen Wiseman at various Designs Registry 
Working Group meetings with the Patent Office. 
 
Mrs. Mastrovito has represented the Institute at meetings of the Policy Interest Group set up 
at the end of 2006. 
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22. General Purposes & Finance Committee 
 
 The committee met 10 times in the past year. 
 

The committee continued to oversee the development of IPReg, which has been jointly set up 
by ITMA and the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys (CIPA) to undertake the regulation of 
the Trade Mark Attorney and Patent Attorney professions. IPReg appointed Ian Buchan, Philip 
Harris and Penelope Nichols from the Trade Mark Attorney profession to sit on its board in 
2009. In January 2010, IPReg would formally be delegated the regulatory responsibilities. 
 
The Committee has continued to foster relations with the UK Intellectual Property Office, the 
Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (OHIM) and the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) to seek ways to improve the practice of trade marks in the UK, 
Community and worldwide both for members and for users at large.  The Committee 
continues to work with these bodies to restrict sharp practices, especially the practice of 
requesting fees for entry in private registers.  
 
The Committee also continues to liaise with members of the IP bar, the judiciary, parliament 
and the House of Lords to foster its aims and concerns.  
 
The Institute’s Officers also continue to attend meetings of the Joint Acronym bodies 
APRAM/BMM/ECTA/GRUR/ITMA/MARQUES/UNION to discuss cooperation, particularly with 
the aim of enhancing the impact of submissions to European institutions concerning trade 
marks. 
 
The Committee also continues to liaise with other organizations such as the Innovations 
Support Group and IPAN. 

 
During the course of the year, the Committee has also continued to seek access to the CFI and 
improved access to the PCC and has also worked on securing amendments to the Regulations 
on litigators’ rights.   
 
Members of the Committee contribute to the CIPA/ITMA Joint Business Practices Committee, 
which continues to work on ways to assist members in practice management issues.   
 
The Committee now deals with all membership issues, following the dissolution of the 
Membership Committee and in addition to processing all membership applications, has also 
introduced a new membership structure for 2010.  
 
The Committee has also overseen the implementation of a new database and has been 
working towards the relocation of the Institute’s office from Croydon to Central London.  

 
The Committee continues to benefit from Keven Bader’s involvement in its work.  He 
continues to make significant contributions in the Institute’s discussions with IPReg, drawing 
up recommendations for reform of ITMA following the introduction of regulation, liaising with 
the UK Intellectual Property Office and other IP bodies, reviewing the options for ITMA 
accommodation and ITMA Office systems.   Many thanks go to him for making such a strong 
start and confirming the Committee’s confidence in his appointment. 
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Thanks are equally due to Margaret Tyler MBE, Ken Storey, Jane Attreed, Gillian Rogers, Val 
Rice, Joy Dublin and Geraldine Flood and newly appointed Lauren Boosey in the ITMA Office.   
The Committee would also like to take this opportunity to thank, Caroline Glover, Kelly 
Robson and to the partners of Sawin and Edwards for all their work throughout the year. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the Institute, the Committee also thanks members of Council and its 
Committees who give up so much of their busy lives to the working of ITMA. 

 
23. Charitable Donations 
 
 During the year the Institute made donations for charitable purposes amounting to 
 £2,043.35. 
  
24. Auditors 

 
The Auditors, Messrs. Sawin & Edwards, have indicated their willingness to continue in office 
and a resolution will be proposed for their reappointment at the forthcoming Annual General 
Meeting. 

 
25. Small Company Provisions 
 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small companies 
under Part VII of the Companies Act 1985. 
 

  Approved by the Council on 16th February, 2010 
 and signed on its behalf by 

 
 

 
 

Keven Bader 
Chief Executive 


